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Band grows 
to 196 players 


by Rachael Riley 
Page Editor 



Photo by Josh Rosales 


The band stands at attention as they entertain spectators during half-time. The bands half¬ 
time show consists of drill and music to Medusa composed by Key Poulan and pop tunes 
they play as the accompnay the Apache Belles. 


Drums tapping ,rich brass 
and woodwind sounds fill the 
air as 196 students intensely 
concentrate on marching to 
their designated spots starting 
at 7:50 each weekday morn¬ 
ing. This normal routine for 
TJC Apache Band Members 
reflects a huge change from 
two years ago. 

Two years ago the Band 
had only 56 members. Percus¬ 
sionist Giquan Garrett remem¬ 
bers, “it just wasn’t a fun envi¬ 
ronment.” 

Associate Director Tom 
McGowan said some things 
that are making the band more 
productive are, “Students are 
wanting to be here. They’re 
actually showing up on time 
ready to work as opposed to the 
past.” 

Students 


Not only is the band larger, 
but it is improved. 

“The sound is equal, due 
to better balance of instru¬ 
ments. There are 11 tubas now 
as opposed to one”, said 
McGowan. 

Last year when Director 
Tom Mensch was hired, the 
enrollment increased. With the 
new director came fresh ideas 
as well as new performers. 

His goal for the Apache 
Band is,“to be the best college 
band wherever we perform, and 
to be the best at what we do,” 
Mensch said. 

He takes an interest in Band 
member and “wants every 
single person to reach their best 
potential as people first, then 
as a member of band,” he said. 

Students now want to be in 
Band. 


“It’s a free scholarship and 
my high school band director 
recommended me,” freshman 
clarinet player Sabrina Dia¬ 
mond said. 

Freshman trombonist 
Marcia Upton was recom¬ 
mended by her high school di¬ 
rector and wanted to continue 
band participation. 

Kallie Domian is a mem¬ 
ber of the “pit,” those who play 
the larger percussion instru¬ 


ments in front of the B and when 
it is marching. “I didn’t even 
know TJC had a band, but was 
more than happy to join when 
I found out there was one,” 
said Domian. 

Sophomore drumline 
member Adam McCullough 
said, “My mom was a drum¬ 
mer and I found out about it in 
sixth grade. My senior year I 
was told about TJC and the 
scholarship opportunities.” 


Sophomore flute section 
leader Ashley Wallace said, “I 
love the TJC Band and heard 
about it from my high school 
band director. It’s a good pro¬ 
gram and close to home.” 

Band sorority Tau Beta 
Sigma President and sopho¬ 
more clarinet section leader 
Cherelle Wilson said she’s in 
the Band because, “I have 
friends in the Band and it keeps 
me busy. “ 

Freshman Colorguard 

continued on page 4 


recall best, worst moments in life 


Life is like a rollercoaster. 
Not only are there ups and 
downs, but the twists and turns 
can make you sick. Every per¬ 
son has unique experiences that 
make him who he is, some 
good and some bad. 

Tylerite Kelsey Wright, 19, 
an education major, lives with 
her parents who pay for her 
schooling. Her best moment 
was graduating high school. 

“High school just got old 
and there was too much drama. 
In college you have so much 
freedom and you dont have to 
deal with much nonsense,” 
she said. 

Wright’s worst moment 
was losing her cat, Freckles, 
last year. He had been her pet 
since she was 4 years old. 

John Thompson, 22, a 
Crockett resident, said the best 
moment in his life was meet¬ 
ing his wife. “She made me 
smile and no girl has ever made 
me smile,” Thompson said 
with a big smile. 

The worst moment in his 
came when Thompson was 10 
years old. He lost his dog Jake. 
“It was my first death experi¬ 
ence. I was crushed. I didn’t 
know how to react except by 
crying,” Thompson said. 

Blake Allen, 20, is a crimi¬ 
nal justice major from Dallas. 


He lives in an Tyler apartment 
and has a scholarship. Getting 
his first car was the most excit¬ 
ing thing in Allen’s life. “Iran 
that thing so hard, it didn’t last 
too long,” he joked. 

His worst moment also 
dealt with a car. “I wrecked 
my dad’s Mustang three years 
ago racing my friend. I helped 
him pay it off, but he is still 
mad at me to this day. I can’t 
go home without hearing 
about it, so I usually don’t go 
home,” Allen said. 

Aaron Thomas, 20, nurs¬ 
ing major from Longview 
said about the best thing that 
ever happened to him: “That’s 
easy. I won my sixth grade 
spelling bee. It was the biggest 
thing I had ever accomplished 
up to that point in my life.” 

“My classmates thought I 
was smart and I got some re¬ 
spect. Women love spellers.” 
Thomas said. 

The worst thing for Tho¬ 
mas was losing his mother last 
year. He said he is still having 
a tough time coping with that. 

Jeremy Petty, 21, a com¬ 
puter information systems ma¬ 
jor, said the best thing that has 
ever happened to him was “be¬ 
coming an uncle” last fall. “It’s 
something you get to experi¬ 
ence before having one your¬ 


self,” he said. 

The worst thing was “not 
doing well at school and com¬ 
ing home to disappointed par¬ 
ents,” he said. Petty experi¬ 
enced a difficult semester at 
Austin Community College, 
but to deal with it, Petty said he 
paid back money to his parents 
for classes and moved back 
home to Tyler. “Part three: 
I’m taking classes here,” he 
said. 

Britney Moore, 20, of 
Mount Vernon, leads a life dif¬ 
ferent from most TJC students. 
Moore, an English major, lives 


and works at Teen Mania Min¬ 
istries in Garden Valley. The 
best thing that has ever hap¬ 
pened to her was when she got 
saved at seven years old. 
Moore said, “Not only did it 
cancel out my debt and forgive 
my sins, it helped me walk in 
victory.” Getting saved gave 
her redemption and the real¬ 
ization that because of her sin, 
she would go to hell, without 
Christ. 

Her most difficult experi¬ 
ence was the divorce of her 
parents. “That was really bad,” 
Moore said. Even though it 


wasn’t devastating at the time, 
it brought out a lot of fear later 
in her high school relationships. 
“I cried all the time. It was a 
hard time,” she said. 

Marcus McFarland, a 21- 
year-old business major from 
Tyler, places a high value on 
his independence. The best 
thing that has ever happened to 
him was “when I first moved 
out of the house,” McFarland 
said. It had a positive effect on 
him because he knew that he 
was taking care of his own 
business. 

Continued on page 3 


Power of One speaker Phildius 

to tell how to get out of debt 


by Brooke Langston 
staff writer 

Try to imagine being 
$160,000 in debt. What 
would you do? Student En¬ 
richment Series speaker 
Keith Phildius will provide 
some solutions. The first 
event in “The Power of One” 
series with Phildius kicks 
off at 10 a.m. Oct. 19 in 
Apache Rooms 1-4 at 
Rogers Student Center. 
Tickets are free and students 
and faculty can pick them 


up starting Tuesday, Oct. 5 in 
the student activities office 
#235 in the Rogers Student 
Center. 

Like so many others, 
Phildius was in debt...big time. 
Although he had an inherit¬ 
ance from his father’s death, it 
didn’t last long but it left a lot 
behind. Phildius knew he 
needed help and something had 
to be done. 

Then he met someone who 
changed his life. From him, 
Phildius learned about strate¬ 


gies for debt elimination that 
actually worked. His life 
was turned around and he 
decided to devote his life to 
helping others become debt- 
free. He became a certified 
seminar leader and devel¬ 
oped his own seminar busi¬ 
ness. Phildius also helps 
train seminar leaders and 
works as an individual debt 
elimination consultant. 

The next speaker will be 
Randy Cohen on Nov. 4. 
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Tyler's Tiger Creek rescues exotic 


To most Tyler residents, the 
Caldwell Zoo is a familiar place 
to see exotic animals. Located 
right off Gentry Parkway, it is 
hard to miss when driving to¬ 
wards downtown. Few know 
about another home for exotic 
animals, Tiger Creek Wildlife 
Refuge, located north of Tyler 
State Park on Highway 14. 

Tiger Creek is a non-profit 
organization whose sole pur¬ 
pose is to rescue large cats that 
have been abused, neglected 
or displaced. Senior Animal 
Keeper Kristin Eicher said 
most cats at the Refuge are 
tigers previously owned as pets 


or retired from zoos and cir¬ 
cuses. The animals come from 
all over the United States. 

According to the Refuge’s 
website, in many states it is 
legal to buy and sell exotic cats 
for show purposes. Often the 
cat’s welfare comes second to 
the owner’s desire for money, 
so the animals are discarded 
when they get too old to per¬ 
form. 

Executive Director Brian 
Werner founded TCWR in 
1997 when he and his wife 
realized these large cats needed 
a place to live and be cared for. 
The Tiger Missing Link Foun- 
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University recruiters to visit TJC 

by Michael Siiverwoif 
page editor 

Recruiters from three universities will come to TJC this 
month and next to meet prospective students and give them 
handbooks and other information. 

Texas A&M Commerce representatives will be in Jenkins 
Hall east stairwell from 9:30 a.m. until 12:30 p.m. Oct 6. They 
will come again in February, March and April, 2005. 

Recruiters from the Texas Womans University in Denton 
will be on campus from 9 a.m. until 1 p.m. in Jenkins stairwell 
Oct. 7 and Nov. 16. 

Recruiters from Dallas Baptist University will come from 10 
a.m. to 1 p.m. today to discuss adult education. They will return 
from 1 to 4 p.m.. Oct. 27 and from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., Dec. 8. 

For more information contact Angie Fitts in the Admissions 
office. 


Rent.com helps find housing 

by Aaron May 
page editor 

Students searching for off-campus housing have a new 
option. Rent.com, a leading apartment Internet listing,site offers 
listings for more than 3,600 colleges and universities across the 
nation. 

The free service is is designed to help students save time and 
money by comparing apartments and rental rates from more than 
4.1 million listings. As an incentive for using the service, the 
Company will reward students with $100when they complete a 
lease. 

For more information, visit www.rent.com, e-mail 
info@rent.com or call 1-866-441-RENT. 


dation, started in 1995 by the 
Werners to help rescue cats 
and educate the public about 
these animals, supports the 
Refuge. They started out with 
three tigers. Now they house 
40 cats. 

Eicher explained some dif¬ 
ferences between zoos and ref¬ 
uges. At a zoo, visitors expect 
to see the animals in perfect 


condition. At a refuge, perfor¬ 
mance is not the main idea. 
Rather, it is a place where the 
animals can “retire” and live 
out their lives. 

“All new arrivals are quar¬ 
antined for 30 days to make 
sure tj^ey are healthy and not 
carrying any diseases,” Eicher 
said. This ensures the safety of 
all the animals and prevents 


the spread of disease. 

Two cats rescued were fea¬ 
tured in an Animal Planet net¬ 
work presentation called 
“Growing Up Tiger,” which 
followed the two cubs from 
childhood to adulthood. Last 
summer, the Refuge rescued 
three tiger cubs that were taken 
from their owner after his two 
adult tigers mated accidentally. 



Left: Two tigers relax in the shade during a long, hot day. Tiger Creek houses mostly tigers , 
plus a few lions and leopards. Above: larger habitats are under construction to give more 
cats more room and increase the park's capacity from 40 to 80 cats. 


Mastertech Automotive 

10% discount 

to all students, faculty 

FREE oil changes 

to regular customers 

courtesy transportation 
towing available 
All repairs performed by 
ASE certified 
master technician 

903-939-2264 
5609 Troup Hwy 

2 miles from TJC across from Trane 
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large cats 


Currently, the cats are in 
smaller cages while their new 
larger habitats are being built. 
Eicher said the Refuge owns 
25 acres of land but uses only 
five. With this limited space, 
they have reached their maxi¬ 
mum capacity for holding ti¬ 
gers. 

Fundraising for the new 


construction project has begun. 
That will expand their capac¬ 
ity from 40 to 80 cats, create 
an on-site veterinary clinic with 
a sterile operating room and 
make the park more attractive 
to the public. With a recent 
large donation, a new building 
has been built to contain a gift 
shop and staff offices. 


A Bengal tiger can eat as 
much as 88 pounds in one 
feeding, according to Sea 
World’s “Animal Bytes” 
website. It costs $1,200 a year 
to meet the needs of each of 
these cats at Tiger Creek. 
People can make donations by 
sponsoring a “Great Cat” on 
TCWR’s website. Sponsors 
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Left: Two cubs wake up from their nap for a picture. These 
are two of the three tiger cubs rescued by Tiger Creek iast 
summer. Above: Like dogs , tigers don’t sweat. Therefore, 
they relax during the day and are more active in the cooler 
hours at night. 


will receive a picture and biog¬ 
raphy sheet about their cat, a 
fact sheet about the species of 
their adopted cat and other 
member benefits. Donations 
cover the cost of food, water 
and routine medical expenses. 

The park is open to the pub¬ 
lic and visitors receive a guided 
tour. The Refuge is located on 
the right, three miles north of 
Tyler State Park on Highway 


14. Admission costs $8.50 for 
adults, $6.50 for seniors over 
55, $4.50 for children under 
12. Children under three are 
admitted free with adult super¬ 
vision. Members of Tiger Miss¬ 
ing Link Foundation are ad¬ 
mitted free. 

For more information on 
admission and how to get in¬ 
volved with TMLF, go to 
www.tigercreek.org 


Students can use campus medical, dental, other services 


by Hassan Dean 
staff writer 

Few students know where 
to find services and benefits 
provided to them on campus. 
Services include a campus 
clinic and doctor, a dental clinic 
and campus security. Other ser¬ 
vices are: free tutoring, cafete¬ 
ria, coffee shop and a book 
store. 

The clinic on the second 
floor of Rogers Student Center 
provides physical exams, diag¬ 
nosis and treatment of acute 
illnesses, vaccinations and 
treatment of minor injuries. 


When they registered, students 
paid a mandatory $30 fee to 
cover these services. The fee is 
included with tuition, parking 
and other costs. 

The Dental Clinic is located 
In Pirtle Technology Center 
on Baxter Street. Dental Hy¬ 
giene students will perform 
cleaning and other minor pro¬ 
cedures, under the supervision 
of instructors. These proce¬ 
dures may take longer, but cost 
less then an off-campus dental 
office. 

Campus Safety office is 


Best, worst 


Continued from page 1 

thing that has ever happened to 
him was “when I first moved 
out of the house,” McFarland 
said. It had a positive effect on 
him because he knew that he 
was taking care of his own 
business. 

The worst, McFarland hu¬ 
morously explains, is “moving 
back home.” He is coping with 
the adjustment well. “I found 
as many Jhings to do away from 


the house as possible,” he said. 

NnamdiOhazurume,an 18- 
year-old political science ma¬ 
jor from Houston, said the best 
thing that ever happened to him 
was donating bone marrow for 
his sick brother. 

“He has sickle cell anemia 
disease,” Ohazurume said. He 
is very proud that he was able 
to help his brother. “I think I 
did a good thing; he’s healthy 
now,” he said. 


also located on Baxter Street, 
just north of Lake Street. Cam¬ 
pus officers and cadets enforce 
traffic laws and parking on 
campus lots. They regularly 
patrol the campus, on foot or in 
a cruiser. 

They will resolve minor dis¬ 
turbances on campus, but will 
call for Tyler Police when as¬ 
sistance is needed. 

Students who need a park¬ 
ing permit can go to the Cam¬ 
pus Safety office to get a new 
permit, renew an existing one 
or replace lost permits. Stu¬ 


The worst thing was when 
he broke his arm. “Somebody 
fell on top of me playing soc¬ 
cer in the seventh grade,” he 
said. Breaking his arm wasn’t 
the most painful part, he said. 
It was not being able to play 
basketball that year. 

“I love that sport as much 
as soccer,” he said. Although 
he sat out for one game, 
Ohazurume was still able to 
finish out soccer season. 


dents pay a small processing 
charge for these services. 

Free tutoring is provided to 
students who need help in cer¬ 
tain subjects. Students can de¬ 
cide whether to sign up for a 
tutor for individual sessions 
throughout the semester or at¬ 
tend the tutoring lab anytime 
for occasional help. 

Tutors are usually TJC stu¬ 
dents who have made an ‘A’ 
grade in the courses they tutor. 
Tutoring occurs in the Learn¬ 
ing Loft on the third floor of 
Rogers Student Center. 


Culinary arts major Craig 
Barlow, 36, from Tyler, said, 
he enjoyed every bit of scuba 
diving in the Caribbean. The 
worst thing that happened to 
him was his “Driving Under 
the Influence” ticket, which put 
him in jail for five days. 

Professional Golfer Justin 
Hill, 28, from Waco, became 
an instructor on the Profes¬ 
sional Golf Association Tour, 
achieving his lifetime goal. He 


The cafeteria, Java Cup and < 

the TJC bookstore, are all lo- < 

cated on the first floor of the ! 

Student Center. The Cafeteria ] 

provides meals with choices of j 

salad, pizza, dessert and bev- ; 

erages. The Java Cup brews 
Starbucks Coffee and sells pre- i 

packed salads, sandwiches and i 

pastries. j 

The Bookstore, located be¬ 
tween the cafeteria and Java 
Cup, sells supplies, books and 
study guides. They also sell' i 

TJC clothing and merchandise, 
as well as snacks and sodas. 


said, the worst thing that ever 
happened to him was that he 
“didn’t study enough and blew 
off the important things.” 

Nursing Major Chelsea 
Craig, 19, from Terrell, said, 
“moving to Tyler” was the most 
exciting thing that has hap¬ 
pened to her, except when her 
washer “flooded my apartment 
right after I moved in.” 

To be continued 
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'Meet Apaches' rally introduces teams, spirit groups 


was one,” Domian said. 

Sophomore drumline member Adam 
McCullough said, “My mom was a drummer and 
I found out about it in sixth grade. My senior year 
I was told about TJC and the scholarship oppor¬ 
tunities.” 

Sophomore flute section leader Ashley 
Wallace said, “I love the TJC Band and heard 
about it from my high school band director. It’s 
a good program and close to home.” 

Band sorority Tau Beta Sigma president and 
sophomore clarinet section leader Cherelle Wil¬ 
son is in the Band because, “I have friends in the 
Band and it keeps me busy.“ 

Freshman Colorguard Courtney Castle said 
she “saw a lot of the games last year and thought 
it looked like fun.” 

Sophomore Colorguard Jill Fiebig joined be¬ 
cause, “It was the closest thing to a rifle team, and 
TJC doesn’t have a ROTC program.” 

Sophomore baritone players Pleasure Jack- 
son and Randal Griffin both agree “the money” is 
an incentive. 

Whether students are in band for the experi¬ 
ence, because their high school band directors 
recommended them or even for scholarship 


Band 

Continued from page 3 

it is marching. 

“I didn’t even know TJC had a band, but I was 
more than happy to join when I found out there 


Photos by Josh Hosaies 

Percussionist Chevante Goss 
concentrates on marching to his 
designated spot while tapping on 
his snare drum. 


The band consists of more than brass and 
woodwind players. It also includes a drumline, 
"pit" players, twirlers and Colorguard. 


money, it is just “about having fun, working hard 
for accomplishments, enjoyment of playing in¬ 
struments, the family atmosphere and exciting 
music,” Mensch said. 


At the rally, he Apache Belles dance to 
"Tis'Wonderful,"footballplayers salute 
the school song, and Cheerleaders 
perform for onlookers. 





Your ad could 
be here 
I 903-510- 
2335 
to reach 
10,000 
students, 
faculty and 
staff 

with your 
message 


How secure is your internet? 

What if that jerk in the chat room deletes all your class papers by attacking 
your computer via internet? You may think you are safe, but does your 
computer seem slower? Is someone using your computer for internet mischief? 
Be safe with a complete inspection and clean up of your system now! 

TJC students get a 10% off all service so 
bring your home or laptop to COI. 

Corporate Office International 
903-526-7777 

27 years of computer & printer excellence 


































